Paula Bonnafant

QUALIFICATIONS

My background includes six years experience in Accessory design for categories including; handbags/bags/wallets, belts, shoes, key chains, and cold weather products. I have over fifteen years of experience in CAD design, and have proven ability to render sketches for accurate prototypes.

EMPLOYMENT

Chico’s 





August 2009-Present 

Full-time Contract Accessory Designer

Design and develop handbags and belts 

Research trends through magazines and services

Work with vendors to create new styles

Attend meetings with production and buyers 

            24 Seven Inc 




June 2006-January 2009
2006- 2008   Worked on various freelance assignments with companies such as

New York & Co, Victoria’s Secret, Lulu handbags, Aeropostale, Worldwide Dreams, Skip Hop and The Gap

Designed handbag lines
Rendered and designed new hardware 

Created gift-with-purchase bags & make-up

Developed specs and production packages
Sketched new styles in Illustrator

Sourced piece goods and trim

Created Textile designs

              Old Navy 




August 2005-August 2006   
              Full-time freelance Accessory Designer

Designed Boy’s and Men’s accessories from concept through production

Attended daily merchant and production meetings

Communicated with vendors to develop new product

Attended fittings

            Ralph Lauren 




June 2000-January 2005   

Computer Artist 

Rendered designed & textiles, apparel and accessories for men’s, women’s & children’s lines.

EDUCATION
2008-2009
Associate’s Degree in Accessory Design, Fashion Institute of Technology

2006-2008 Master’s Degree in Asian Studies, University of San Francisco

2006-2009 Advanced courses in Fashion Design at the Academy of Art University

2005-2009       Continuing education in Fashion Design, Fashion Institute of Technology              

1992-1996
Bachelor’s Degree in Textiles, Fashion Institute of Technology

